
Missionary Helps in assisting Chinese from China or Taiwan find a genealogy record 

using English. 

1. Click on Search 

2. Click on Record 

3. Research by location - Click on map of Asia 

4. Click on China 

5. China indexed Historical records appears - Scroll to bottom for Chinese  Image Only 

Records 

6. Click on Chinese Collection of Genealogies, 1239-2014 

7. Click on Browse through 13.2 million images 

8. Family name list of Chinese surnames appears, invite your guest to find their surname and 

click on it. 

9. Country  click China 

10. Choose the correct province 

11. Choose the correct county 

If your guest prefers to use Chinese do the following: 

Steps #1 & #2. 

 

 



Steps #3, 4, & 5.  

 

 

 

  



If unsuccessful thus far, use the FamilySearch Catalog method to find a Chinese 

genealogy.  

1. Click on Search  

2. Click on Catalog 

3. Click on Surnames,  

4. Place your cursor in the Surname field.  

5. Change the language to Chinese by clicking EN in the lower right corner and selecting 

CH Chinese (Simplified, PRC). 

6. Invite your Chinese guest to type their surname. They will know what to do by selecting 

the correct character for their name.  

7. Invite your guest to place the cursor in the Place field. Have them type their province 

Try to insure that they select the green bar with the appropriate characters in it for the 

Place field.  

8. Click on Search. Any number of genealogies may appear. 

9. Invite your guests to open those that might be theirs. 

10. Show them where the document is located, whether it is in the stacks, a film or has 

been digitized. If digitized they can open it. There might be a red note indicating that it 

is in the “Collection of Chinese Genealogies.” 

 

If your Chinese guests are Chinese American or speak no Chinese assist them much 

the same way you would assist anyone else having family in the states. But there 

are some very helpful sites on Wiki. Among my favorites are:  

1. Click on Search 

2. Click on Wiki 

3. Click on Asia 

4. Click on China 

5. Under  Chinese Research Tools select Websites 

6. Click on House of Chinn (a most useful site teaching Chinese Americans how to find 

their records. 

7. If guests are from Toishan click on Toishan data base. (a super site to assist guests 

locate ancestors in Toishan).  

8. Go to Getting Started with China Research 

9. Click on Chinese Research Helps 

10. Click on King, Chinese Helps for Jiapu 家谱 (A most useful paper written by Elder 

King loaded with Chinese helps coupled with Chinese genealogical record terminology. 

11. Click on King, Chinese Immigration Records (a most helpful refresher on what can 

be found and how to prepare for a trip to the National Archives). 

 



If unsuccessful in finding a record online invite your guests to look for their family 

genealogy in the 10 volume  Shanghai Compilation of Chinese Genealogies (中國家譜

總目 上海圖書館 INTL 951 D23zz vols 1-10.  (The Shanghai Library has the largest 

collection of Chinese genealogies in the world).  

This can be done by: 

1. Finding the Compilation in the stacks (951 D23zz vols. 1-10) 

2. Select Volume #1.  

3. Have your guest count the number of strokes in her/her Surname (remind them that 

they must use traditional characters). 

4. In the name index beginning in page 1 find their name.  

5. The number provided to the right will tell them where their genealogies are found in the 

compilation. The genealogies start with those listed as nationwide followed by those 

listed by province.   


